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The Evidence and Jesus’ Resurrection    

by Reverend J.  M. Wilson, Jr. D.Min. 

 

      Welcome, to our “Bridge” for this Resurrection Sunday, April 5, 2015. 

 

 As we reflect upon the record of Matthew 28 which is the final aspect of the 

gospel story, we read about the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. The 

narrative describes the event of the resurrection of Jesus, only as the re-

sults, not the  resurrection of Jesus. The narrative follows in this order:  

 

1. The empty tomb and the presence of two women named Mary.  

2. The narrative on the bribing of the Romans soldiers.  

3. The appearance of Jesus before the disciples in Galilee and the announcement of the Great Commission. 

 

One of the most vital aspects to this narrative is the Angel’s appearance in the evidence of Jesus' resurrection 

and the assurance of our faith. The Angel’s presence on earth was so moving, they fell down as dead men. 

This is after the women go to the tomb and mourn the absence of Jesus.  The early chapter makes its claim on 

the intervention of a great earthquake, and the tomb being rolled away, with great powers. The Angel told 

the women not to be afraid, but to go quickly and tell the disciples that Jesus has risen from the tomb. The 

women were filled with the joy that Jesus is not dead, but he has risen and is alive! 

Jesus encouraged his disciples. Jesus did not question them about why they were not at the Tomb with the 

women.  He encouraged them to not be afraid and to teach the instructions of the faith. Jesus called them 

“brothers,” even though the disciples denied him. Finally, Jesus tells them in Matthew 28 verses 18 through 

20: 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always, 

to the very end of the age.” (NIV) 

The Church of Jesus Christ is to believe and act in accordance to the teaching of Christ. It is a command not 

an option to make disciples and baptize them in the name of Jesus.  If we can remove self within the work of 

the local church and follow the basic principle of the Great Commission, the church will become “Christ’s 

mission in the world.” 
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Women’s Day Celebration at Olney Street 

 
  Olney Street Baptist Church will celebrate Women’s Day on Sunday, May 17, at   
  the 11 o’clock Morning Worship Service. Deaconess Bettye Clanton is Chair  
  person for this year’s event.  

  
 The theme for our  Women’s Day Celebration is: “A Time to Serve...Answering His Call.” The 
Scriptural text is lifted from Ephesians 2:10.  Our colors for the day are white with purple ac-
cents.  The guest speaker for Women’s Day is Rev. Dr. Debora Jackson, Executive Director, Min-
isters Council, American Baptist Churches USA. 
  
The Women’s Day Celebration will be preceded by two fundraisers — our  annual May Breakfast 
which will be held on Saturday, May 2,  from 8:00 to 11:00 am. The breakfast offers a full compli-
ment of breakfast foods in addition to providing everyone an opportunity to fellowship and re-
connect with old friends. Sister Pearl Gailloux is serving as the chairperson for this event.  The 
second event is  called “The Tea-licious Bash.”  It will be an afternoon event held in our nicely 
decorated Fellowship Hall — date to be announced. The event will bring together mothers, 
daughters, grand-daughters, sisters, nieces and God-daughters over an assortment of teas, light 
refreshments, music and entertainment.  Sisters Tamara Thornton and Kimberly Allmond are the 
co-chairpersons for this event.  Look for more information to follow on both these fundraisers. 

  
In addition to Women’s Day being an opportunity for spiritual growth,  fellowship, and a celebra-
tion of the women and girls of Olney Street Baptist  Church, the event is also an opportunity to 
raise much needed funds for our church. All women of Olney Street will be contacted by their 
Team Captain and asked to make a commitment toward this year’s goal. We encourage you   
to make whatever donation you can to support this effort.  Sister Rosia Whetstone, Women’s Day 
Treasurer,  will be available in Fellowship Hall to receive your donations in the weeks ahead. If 
you do not know who your Team Captain is, please see Sister Marcia Brown, Team Captain Coor-
dinator.  
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 

God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Ephesians 2:10 (KJV) 

 
Without Easter 

By Joanna Fuchs  
 

Without Easter, there would be no hope of heaven. 

Without the hope of heaven, there would be no repentance, no personal transformation,  

     no attempt to follow biblical principles. 

Without Easter, the world would be in chaos and darkness. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection mean we can be reborn, to live better, to do better,  

to shine light into the shadows. 

Hallelujah! 

Happy, Happy Easter. 
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On This Journey of Life 
 

Sister Carolyn Addison 

Chairperson, Ministry of Christian Education 

 

A long, long time ago I was told a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. I remember 

my mother reading her Bible and Unity magazine, always singing, “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” as she 

cleaned the apartment – our home.  She had a beautiful voice and sang in the choir. Her mother 

was what they then called a “Mother” in the church. I don’t remember Deaconesses at that time. 

 

I had no choice but to attend Sunday school, church services, Vacation Bible School, etc. These 

were the beginning steps of knowing there was a God, a Savior, and a Lord that we could pray to.  I 

also remember when at the age of 10 I went to live with my dad’s sister and I thought no more go-

ing to church every Sunday.  I ended up going to Sunday school, Morning Services, 3 pm Services, 6 

pm BYPU, 7:30 pm Evening Services and becoming a part of the youth choir. One Sunday I was 

supposed to do the lead. I pretended to be sick that Saturday night so I wouldn’t have to sing. 

 

Even now, at this stage of life, I have done my best to stay low key. I joined Olney Street Baptist 

Church under the leadership of Pastor Michael Turner, Sr. One reason for becoming a member of 

this church was that it was in walking distance. Second, my husband had told me his grandfather, 

Robert Lewis Smith, Sr., had served as a supply minister at intervals starting in 1914. The third 

reason for joining the church was that Robert Bailey, Jr. encouraged me to do so since he saw I was 

coming every Sunday to OSBC. 

 

At OSBC I was chosen to work with Sister Ann McGloshen who was then Director of Christian 

Education and Sister Jacqueline Hill, who was in charge of Second Hour and Sunday School, and 

who now is a minister of the Word.  During the past few years I enjoyed working with Sister Lodie 

Lambright, during her term as Director of Christian Education. Her professional and Biblical 

knowledge added quite a lot to our church. When asked to take over the position myself, I gave all 

the reasons I shouldn’t and couldn’t do it. But, Sister McGloshen gave me all the reasons I could – 

one of them being, I would be working for the Lord.    

 

So now on this journey of life, I will be taking another step and I pray I will be giving our Lord my 

very best and that together all of us will help our church grow in the spirit of love and numbers. 

 

How to Make a Submission to The Bridge 

 

The Bridge is published four times a year. It is distributed at Olney Street Baptist Church, Camp Street 

Ministries and other community locations, via email and can be viewed on the church website @ 

www.olneystreet.com.  We welcome submissions, including church ministry news, community news,  

poetry, member news, anecdotes, etc. 

 

Your articles or news may be submitted via email to s.lezlee@gmail.com, placed in the Church  

Newsletter Committee mailbox in Fellowship Hall or given to a member of the Newsletter Committee. 

Any photo(s) you wish to include with your article must be submitted by email as an attachment or on a 

flash drive in jpeg format. 

 

Submissions may be edited for length and content and must be received prior to deadline. 

mailto:s.lezlee@gmail.com
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Shingles 
 

  If you’ve ever had chickenpox, you may be at risk for a painful disease called shingles as  

  you grow older. Shingles is a sometimes-agonizing skin rash and nerve disease that’s 

caused by a virus. Fortunately, you can take steps to prevent shingles or ease its serious 

effects. 

  Shingles usually affects adults after age 50, although it can strike at any age. “In the 

U.S.,  the incidence of shingles is actually increasing,” says Dr. Jeffrey Cohen, an infec-

tious disease  researcher at NIH. “If you live to be 85 years old, you have a 50% chance of getting shingles.” 

Shingles is caused by the varicella-zoster virus—the same virus that causes chickenpox. Once you’ve had 

chickenpox, the virus stays with you for life, hidden and inactive in your nerve cells. Your immune sys-

tem helps keep chickenpox from returning. But later in life, the virus can re-emerge and cause shingles 

(also known as herpes zoster). 

You can’t “catch” shingles from someone else. But it is possible for a person with a blistery shingles rash to 

pass on the varicella-zoster virus to someone who’s never had chickenpox or a chickenpox vaccine. If that 

happens, the other person would get chickenpox, not shingles. 

Shingles may cause skin sensitivity ranging from mild itching to severe pain along with burning, tingling, 

or numbness. A rash with fluid-filled blisters nearly always appears on just one side of the body or face. 

The rash usually lasts for 7 to 10 days. Other symptoms may include chills, fever, upset stomach, and head-

ache. 

Shingles can lead to some serious problems. If it appears on your face, it can affect your hearing and vision. 

It may cause lasting eye damage or blindness. After the rash fades, the pain may linger for months or years, 

especially in older people. This lasting pain, called post-herpetic neuralgia, affects nearly 1 out of every 3 

older people with shingles. The pain can be so severe that even the gentlest touch or breeze can feel excruci-

ating. 

To help prevent these problems, see your doctor at the first sign of shingles. Early treatment can shorten 

the length of infection and reduce the risk of serious complications. 

To treat shingles, your doctor may prescribe antiviral drugs to help fight the varicella-zoster virus. Steroids 

can lessen pain and shorten the time you’re sick. Other types of medicines can also relieve pain. 

Fortunately, a vaccine called Zostavax can help prevent shingles or decrease its severity. It’s been approved 

by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for people ages 50 and older. “The vaccine can pre-

vent shingles and reduce the risk of post-herpetic neuralgia, which can be very debilitating,” Cohen says. 

The shingles vaccine is available by prescription. Unfortunately, the vaccine is expensive, and the costs 

aren’t always covered by health insurance. If you’re considering the shingles vaccine, be sure to discuss the 

pros and cons of the vaccine with your doctor, and check with your insurance provider about coverage. 

Excerpt taken from website of the National Institutes of Health, part of the US Department of Health 

& Human Services  

http://newsinhealth.nih.gov/definition.aspx?d=Immune+System%3a%3aThe+system+that+protects+your+body+from+viruses+and+other+microscopic+threats.&t=immune+system
http://newsinhealth.nih.gov/definition.aspx?d=Immune+System%3a%3aThe+system+that+protects+your+body+from+viruses+and+other+microscopic+threats.&t=immune+system


5 

Youth Mission Team 

 

       Community Services & Dinner 
Where: 

Olney Street Baptist Church  

100 Olney Street Providence, RI 02906 

401-272-1024 

          

When: 

 March 29, 2015 

  May 31, 2015 

  August 30, 2015 

    November 29, 2015 

 

*Doors Open at 10:30 AM 

 Service Starts at 11AM 

Children are a gift from the Lord...Psalm 127:3 (New Life Version) 

 
Youth Activities offered at Olney Street Baptist Church 

Sunday School Sundays 9:30—10:45 AM 

Church Sundays 11:00 AM 

Children’s Church Sundays 11:40 AM—Fellowship Hall 

Youth Choir Saturdays 12:00 Noon 

AB Boys (7—17) 3rd Saturday of the month at 4:00 PM 

AB Girls (7—17) 2nd Friday of the month at 6:00 PM 

*First Fridays (of the month) Travel to Providence Assembly of God 

Steppers Thursdays at 6:00 PM 

Fellowship & Special Events To be announced 

 
* Praise with Holy Hip-Hop, Gospel Rap, Spoken Word, Praise Dance, Instruments and Songs 
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Olney Street Baptist Church on the Web 

 
    The Olney Street Baptist Church’s website has been updated and    
     re-designed by Brother Kwong Nuey. Information about Olney  
     Street’s mission, ministries, history and events has been included 

in this new easy to read and navigate site. The site also includes a church calendar, past 
and present issues of the church quarterly newsletter, The Bridge, and links to other rele-
vant organizations.  You are encouraged to review Olney Street’s new website at 
www.olneystreet.com.  Your feedback is welcome. 
 

 
 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries  

Hosts Spring Conference 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries of RI will hold its Annual Spring Conference at 

Canonicus Camp & Conference Center in Exeter, RI on Friday evening, June 5 & Satur-

day, June 6, 2015. The theme is “Hearts for God, Hands for Service” with Scripture Refer-

ence: 1 John 4:19 & 1 Corinthians 12:5-7.   

 

The Keynote Speaker at the Conference will be Bonnie Sestito, a member of First Baptist 

Church, Cambridge, MA. Her ministries of mentoring, listening and compassion are ex-

pressed through involvement in a host of endeavors and serving in many leadership posi-

tions in ministries with women and girls. Currently she is national Coordinator of Mission 

with Women and Girls, and is a former national Coordinator of AB G.I.R.L.S. She serves 

with “All Hands In,” a ministry of education on human trafficking and support for victims 

of exploitation.  

 

The conference program will include: Bible Study led by Rev. Nikita McCalister, Service 

Groups, Praise Through Song, and activities for AB G.I.R.L.S. Informational flyers and 

registration forms are available in Fellowship Hall. The deadline to register is Wednesday, 

May 20. For additional information you may also contact Sister Lezlee Shaffer, a member 

of the Conference Planning Committee. 

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with 

its passions and desires. If we all live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”   

Galatians 5:22-26 

http://www.olneystreet.com
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            Trustee Ministry Fundraiser  

at Olney Street Baptist Church 

 A 20-Week Club fundraiser kicked off in March at Olney Street Baptist Church. 

The fundraiser is an effort by the Trustee Ministry to raise funds to be used for 

much needed repairs and improvements to the church. There will be 19 weeks of 

cash prizes of $20.00. The 20th week will be larger prizes.  A barbecue on church 

grounds is also planned.  This effort, spearheaded by the Trustee Ministry, is an 

effort to reach out to friends, family, work colleagues and the community to sup-

port our project. 

The fundraiser is critical for addressing the needs of the church. As noted in a recent Associated 

Press article published in the March 1, 2015 Providence Sunday Journal, “Religious leaders in 

snowbound NE are beginning to ask themselves how on earth their houses of worship will make 

ends meet.” The article went on to say, “...churches, synagogues and mosques report attendance 

is down at services, as poorly timed winter storms have hit on or close to days of worship.” “For 

many places of worship, donations are drying up just as costs for snow removal, heating and 

maintenance are soaring.”  Olney Street is one of many churches in Providence and throughout 

the State that are having to deal with high costs while donations have dwindled.  Support for the 

ministries and expenses of the church are critical each and every Sunday.  Please remember to 

turn in your donation envelopes even for the weeks you are unable to attend.  Trustees will be 

available in Fellowship Hall for the month of April with tickets and to answer any questions. The 

deadline for all tickets to be turned in to the Trustees is April 26, 2015. 

Women’s Ministry at Olney Street Baptist Church 
   
                                                                                  

  
  

“Stepping Out on Faith Together” 
  

Please see “Mark Your Calendar” on next page for dates of our upcoming meetings.  

All women are welcome! 
 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid?”          Psalm 27:1 

Congratulations! 
 

Our congratulations go out to Tai-Lei Miller, who has just been accepted to the University of 

Rhode Island. Tai-Lei, a recipient of Olney Street Baptist Church’s Dr. Rose Butler Browne 

Scholarship, plans to study psychology. We all wish her the best of luck as she pursues her 

educational goals. 
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Sick and Shut In* 
Let us continue to spread hospitality to our homebound.  

Romans 12:13 says: “Contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.”  
Bless someone with a phone call, a prayer or a visit. 

 
Sister  Dora Nelson 

 
Sister Doris Simmons  

 
Sister Helen Butler 

 
Sister Durlene Nembhard 

 
Deaconess Hazel Bradley 

 
Sister Barbara Fuller 

 
Sister Josephine Oliver 

 
 

 
Brother Russell Nicholas 

 
Sister Lillian Shaffer 

 
Sister Van Johnson 

 
Sister Louise Malabrie 

 
Brother Walter Baptista 

 
Brother Frank Whetstone 

 
 
 
 

 
*See Sunday Church  

Bulletin for  
contact information. 

 

Mark Your Calendar     
  

 Women’s Ministry meeting    Saturday,  April 11 @ 9 am 
  

Church Quarterly Business Meeting   TBA  
 

May Breakfast @ OSBC    Saturday, May 2, 8 am—11 am 
 
Women’s Ministry meeting    Saturday, May 9 @ 9 am 
 
Women’s Day Celebration @ OSBC   Sunday, May 17, 11 am 

 
 ABWM Annual Spring Conference   Friday, June 5 & Saturday, June 6 
                  @ Canonicus  Camp & Conference Center 
 

Graduation Sunday     TBA 

Guidelines for Living 
Author Unknown 

Submitted by Sister Carolyn Addison 

 

Do more than move — Improve 

Do more than get — Give 

Do more than regret — Repent 

Do more than look — See 

Do more than sympathize — Help 

Do more than attend church — Worship 

Do more than bear children — Rear them 

Do more than build a house — Make a Home 

Do more than live — Love and Share 

Do more than tell — Set an Example 

 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify Our Father which is in Heaven.

           Matthew 5:16 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON FRIENDSHIP… 

 

 
A few years ago the singer Bill Withers sang a song entitled “Lean on Mean”.  I believe 

most, if not all of us over the age of 50, remember the lyrics that went something like this 

“we all need someone to lean on.  I just might have a problem that you’ll understand, we 

all need someone to lean on; I’ll be your friend I’ll help you to carry on…”  So, this article 

is being written to encourage each of us in need of a true friend to try JESUS first with the 

blessed assurance that He will lead you to the earthly friend(s) you are seeking.  I’ve come 

across some quotable and anonymous quotes to share with you. Hopefully, you find them 

inspiring, uplifting and thought provoking.  

 

The very possibility of friendship with God transfigures life.  The religious convictions, 

thus tend inevitably to deepen every human friendship, to make it vastly more sig-

nificant.   -Henry Churchill King 

 

An enduring friendship is established when one can just sit and listen to another’s story 

without feeling compelled to give advice.  -Anonymous                       

 

True friendship comes when silence between two people is comfortable.    –Gentry 

 

The beginning of a friendship can emerge from that first smile - one you give or one 

you receive.  -Anonymous 

 

From acquaintances we conceal our real selves.  To our friends we reveal our weak-

nesses.  –Basil Hume 

 

If you want to be a true friend…listen carefully, do not repeat what has been said, but 

hold it in secret.  -Anonymous 

 

Friendship consists in forgetting what one gives and remembering what one receives. 

      -Alexandre Dumas 

 

Insomuch as anyone pushes you nearer to God, he or she is your friend.  –Anonymous 

 

In friendship we are our sisters and brothers keeper, continually lifting them up in our 

prayers. –Anonymous 

 

Life is to be fortified by many friendships.  To love and to be loved is the greatest hap-

piness of existence. –Sydney Smith 

Upon my recent retirement I was gifted with a mug that was inscribed as follows:  “Tea 

soothes the soul…Soothing pleasures are the best”.  I cannot give each of you a mug, but 

here is a tea bag for you to make that hot soothing cup of tea as you read.  Enjoy!!  

   - Ann M. McGloshen 
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Olney Street Baptist Church 

 

 
 

Rev. Bassey Ekpong, Associate Minister 

 
Officers & Ministries — 2015    

  
Church Officers 

Sister Joyce Hall, Church Clerk 
Deaconess Bettye Clanton, Asst Church Clerk 

Deacon Charles Nobles, Chair, Deacon Ministry 
Sister Dorothy Henley, Chair, Trustee Ministry 

Sister Charlene Simmons, Treasurer 
Brother Andre Williams, Asst. Treasurer 

Sister Carolyn Addison, Chair, Christian Education 
Sister Mary Henley, Sunday School Superintendent 

Sister Agnes Ashe, Assistant Sunday School Superintendent 
Brother Edward Roberts, III, Church Moderator 

 

Christian Education Ministry 
          Sister Dorothy Cooper-Browne  Sister Luisa Sanchez 
          Sister Lucille Henderson   Sister Tina Scott 
          Sister Ann McGloshen   Sister Lezlee Shaffer 
          Sister Collita Miller   Deacon David Simmons 
          Brother Philip Renzi    

 

Deacon/Deaconess Ministry  
Deacon James Dixon     Deaconess Hazel Bradley 
Deacon Charles Ross   Deaconess Bettye Clanton 
Deacon Raymond Scott   Deaconess  Vivian Moore 
Deacon David Simmons   Deaconess Cleo Nobles 
Deacon Vincent Tiemo   Deaconess Thelma Ross 

             Deaconess Lillie Scott  
      Deaconess Dorothy Williams 
      Deaconess Idela Wilson 

 

Trustee Ministry  

          Sister Naomi Brown   Sister Cheryl Roberts 
          Brother Paul Dalrymple   Brother Albert Smith, Sr. 
          Brother Calvin Guyton   Brother Kinzel Thomas 
          Brother Charles Hall   Brother Wopre Tiemo 
          Brother Kwong Nuey   Brother Gary Washington 
         Sister Sharon Ottey    

100 Olney Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

Phone:  401-272-1024/ 

401-272-1025 

Website: 

www.olneystreet.com 

E-mail: 

secretary.osbc@yahoo.com 

Olney Street  

Bapt ist  Church  

Newsletter  Committee Members 
 Sister Ann McGloshen   Deacon Raymond Scott 
 Sister Rosia Whetstone  Sister Lezlee Shaffer, Coordinator 
 Sister Schellie Johnson  Rev. Dr. Johnny M. Wilson, Jr., Ex-Officio 

Olney Street Baptist Church Mission Statement 
To promote Spiritual Growth, Evangelism and Stewardship through Bible Study,  

Prayer and the  Development of Ministries throughout the Body of Christ and the Community. 

Rev. Dr. Johnny M. Wilson, Jr., Pastor 


