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                                                      “Jesus” 

  “I tell you that  one greater than the temple is here.”  Matthew 12:6 

Jesus Must Become Center of the Church  

in Teaching and Practice 
  

by Reverend Dr. Johnny M. Wilson, Jr. 

In the story in Matthew 12, the Pharisees are more concerned about the Sabbath and the Temple 
than with Jesus' teachings. Matthew documents that it is on the Sabbath that Jesus and His  
disciples are traveling through the grain fields. The disciples being hungry pluck grain to eat on 
their traveling journey. To the Pharisees this was a serious violation of the Sabbath Law as  
recorded in Exodus 20:10; 34:21 and Deuteronomy 5:14. 
 
Jesus’ opening statement, “Have you not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they 
that were with him…,” (Matthew 12:3) is somewhat of a rebuke of what they should have known  
regarding David and his men eating bread in the presence of the Tabernacle — bread reserved only 
for priests (I Samuel 21:1-6, Leviticus 24:5-9). When this happened, the priests broke the literal  
interpretation of the Sabbath law every Sabbath as they served in the temple, yet the Pharisees took 
no offense. The Sabbath law should not be taken legalistically.1 
 
Finally, Jesus makes the remarkable statement that the Son of Man is Lord over the Sabbath. The 
Gospel of Mark (Mark 2:27) records this saying of Jesus more fully to include the concept that the 
Sabbath was in fact made for mankind, not mankind for the Sabbath.  
 
We can learn a great deal from Jesus if we pray while we are reading scripture. Jesus is not Lord of 
the Sabbath, He is the Sabbath. Sometimes, we pray our prayers without faith believing that God 
will answer our prayers. And sometimes, we are prone to disagree with scripture rather than to  
acknowledge and accept it as God’s word.   Jesus is greater than all of our programs, activities and 
our man-made doctrines. Let each of us include Jesus in our programs, activities and our  
man-made doctrines and be stewards of the household of faith, as God has called each of us, into 
His service. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 

Dr. Stephen Leston with Dr. Mark Strauss and Dr. Lan Fair, Matthew and Mark: Good News for Everyone, 
Quick notes p.58. 
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Connecting Church, Home and the Community 
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Men’s Day 2013 at Olney Street Baptist Church  
 

Submitted by Deacon Charles Nobles 
 
The Annual Men’s Day Service was observed on  
Sunday, October 20, 2013 during the 11:00 am  
service.  Brothers Kwong Nuey and Kinzell Thomas  
were co-chairs of this year’s event, with Brother  
Charles Hall serving as captain of assessments.  The 
theme for the event was “Men of God Building for the Future”, with scriptural reference, 
Nehemiah 3:1-5.  Guest speaker Rev. Dr. Tom Wiles, Executive Minister, American  
Baptist Churches of Rhode Island, provided a spirit-filled message to the congregation. 
Music included guest soloist Louis “Chops” Turner,  with selections by the Olney Street 
Baptist Church Choir and the Men’s Day Choir. The men of Olney Street worked hard 
over the past several months to make sure that all enjoyed a good time worshipping and 
praising our Savior and fellowshipping with each other following the service. 
 
The Men’s Day Service was preceded by a Men’s Day Rib & Chicken dinner fundraiser 
held on Saturday, October 5. The fundraising event was tremendously successful.  The 
dinner, which included all the fixing — potato salad, macaroni salad, green beans, corn 
on the cob, baked beans and rolls — was served to approximately 200  individuals.  
Several of our sister churches (Allen A.M.E., Providence, Ebenezer Baptist Church, and 
Union Baptist Church, Pawtucket) and residents from the surrounding communities 
shared in the occasion. The dinner provided an opportunity for renewing old acquaint-
ances, while enjoying some fabulous barbecue prepared by the men of Olney Street. 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 Candlelight Service     Sunday, November 17 
  
 Women’s Ministries meeting    Saturday, December  7 

 
Church Anniversary     Sunday, December 15 

 
ABWM of RI’s Spiritual Growth Retreat   January 24—25, 2014 
   @ Canonicus 

Women’s Ministries at Olney Street Baptist Church 

“Stepping Out on Faith Together” 

Please join us at our monthly meetings held on the first Saturday of every month 

(except July & August) at 9 am in Fellowship Hall.  This month we are continuing our 

study of women of the Bible.  All women are welcome! 
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By Sister Lodie Lambright, Chair 

                                Christian Education Ministry 
 
 
Sunday School— Attendance   146               Breakfasts Served    146 

 

A luncheon was held at the Superintendent’s home in August. The discussion focused on current  
functioning of the programs and areas that require improvement.  Deaconess Idela Wilson graciously 
agreed to serve as an alternate teacher for the intermediate class; Deaconess Lillie Scott will be a roving 
alternate to teach whenever and wherever she is needed.  Deacon Charles Ross and Rev. Bassey Ekpong 
will alternate as teachers for the adult class. We extend our ongoing appreciation to those who render 
such invaluable  assistance in service to our Lord. 

 
Vacation Bible School  - Attendance 72 

 
The theme for this year’s program was “Faith — What’s It All About?”  which was developed by the youth 
of the church. All of the classes focused on Faith: Faith and Unity, Faith and Obedience, and Faith and 
Prayer. The discussions were lively and informative.  All gathered on the final evening to present final 
thoughts and share a light meal. 

 
Membership Education 
Three individuals were awarded membership and were fellowshipped during this period. It is with joy and 
love that we welcome Sister Barbara A. Cole, Brother Roshann Roberson and Sister Tina R. Smith into 
our church family.    
 
Plans are underway for our Christmas and Kwanzaa activities.  Superintendent Ann McGloshen will be 
recuperating from November  8th until  mid-January.  Sister Agnes  Ashe, Assistant Superintendent, will 

carry on  during her absence. 

Biblical Foundation for Christian Education 

1 Peter 4: 10-11  “Each one should use whatever spiritual gifts he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the 
very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides so that in all things 
God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory and the power forever and ever.  Amen.”  
Deuteronomy provides the outline and guidance for the faith community to follow and teach to coming 
generations. Psalm 78:1-8 provides us with the history of the reason for Christian education.  
Nehemiah 8:1-18 outlines the responsibilities of both teachers and students.  Wisdom literature provides 
us with both spiritual enrichment and information. The Prophets were the social educators.  In the New 
Testament, Matthew 28:16-20 is the overarching scripture for education.  Matthew 10:1-42 tells of Jesus’ 
charge to the disciples and Matthew 23:1-25, 46 gives us teachings on eschatology (events to happen at 
the end of the world).  Luke 24:13-35 gives us the methods Jesus Christ spoke of in his discussions with 
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. The Pauline Epistles (Epistles of Paul) provide more insight into 

the primacy of Christian Education.  As disciples we have the mandate to teach,  
using whatever skills and spiritual gifts we have. So, “just do it!”   

 

Christian Education Ministry 
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Carrie Mabray Missionary Circle   

Candlelight Service  

Olney Street Baptist Church will hold its annual Carrie 
Mabray Missionary Circle Candlelight Service on 
Sunday, November 17, 2013 at 3:30 pm.  Please see any member of the Circle to 
have a loved one memorialized or honored. More information will follow. We look 
forward to seeing you. 
 

Circle Members 
 

Sister Carolyn Addison 
Deaconess Hazel Bradley 
Deaconess Bettye Clanton 
Deaconess Vivian Moore 

Sister Genevieve Williams 
Sister Barbara J. Fuller, President 

 

 

"THE DIFFERENCE" 

 I got up early one morning and rushed right into the day. I had so much     

to accomplish that I didn't have time to pray. Problems just tumbled about 

me, and heavier came each task. "Why doesn't God help me?" I wondered. 

He answered, you didn't ask." I wanted to see joy and beauty, but the day 

toiled on, gray and bleak. I wondered why God didn't show me. He said, "But you didn't 

seek.”  I tried to come into God's presence. I used all my keys at the lock. God gently and 

lovingly chided, "My child, you didn't knock." I woke up early this morning and paused be-

fore entering the day. I had so much to accomplish that I had to take time to pray. 

 Author: UNKNOWN 

* * *    Olney Street Baptist Church    * * * 

We Praise!   We Serve!   We Care! 
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In this issue of The Bridge we continue our discussion of “Baptist Distinctives” — what makes 
Baptists different from other Christians — by taking a look at another distinction — Soul Competency.  
What does “soul competency” mean? Various terms have been used for this concept, such as soul 
freedom and freedom of conscience. Basically it means the God-given freedom and ability of persons 
to know and respond to God’s will. Baptists believe that God gives people competency — that is 
ability — to make choices. Baptists emphasize that this ability is not a mere human character, but a 
gift from God. In creation, God gave to persons the freedom to make choices. The Genesis account of  
creation makes crystal clear that this freedom carried with it awesome responsibility. We are 
responsible for our choices. God sets forth the consequences of good and bad decisions. If we 
exercise our freedom to obey Him, we have life. If we use our freedom to deny Him, the result is death 

(Genesis, Chapters 1 & 2). 

The Bible is filled with examples of soul competency in both the old and new testaments. God’s gift of 
the Ten Commandments assumed the competency of human beings to understand them and the 
freedom to accept or to reject them. With acceptance came blessing, and with rejection came 
punishment. Competency and freedom of choice were assumed. (Exodus 20:1-17 KJV) The people of 
Israel were given choices, indicating a competency to make decisions. Joshua declared, “Choose ye 
this day whom ye will serve.”  (Joshua 24:15). This challenge would have been meaningless if the 
people had no competency or freedom to choose.  Apostle Paul wrote, “For why should my freedom 
be judged by another’s conscience?” (I Corinthians 10:29). And he pleaded with the Galatians, “It is 
for freedom that Christ has set us free.” (Galatians 5:1)  Jesus never coerced or forced persons to 

follow him and thus never violated the soul freedom of individuals. 

Sister Lezlee Shaffer 

 
Sister  Dora Nelson 

 
Sister Elizabeth Hamilton 

 
Sister Doris Simmons  

 
Sister Earline Davis 

 
Sister Helen Butler 

 
Sister Durlene Nembhard 

 
Brother Russell Nicholas 

 
 

Sister Louise Malabrie 
 

Deaconess Hazel Bradley 
 

Brother Walter Baptista 
 

Sister Lillian Shaffer 
 

Sister Van Johnson 
 

 
 

 
 

*See Sunday Church  
Bulletin for  

contact information 

Sick and Shut In* 
Let us continue to spread hospitality to our homebound.  

Romans 12:13 says: “Contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.”  
Bless someone with a phone call, a prayer or a visit. 

Baptist Distinctives 
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Youth Ministry 

Church Beyond the Walls 

Submitted by Sister Nadine Rucker  

The Youth Mission team came together on Friday, Sept. 27th to bake cookies and brownies. 

They filled 100 bags with fruit, chips and chocolate chip cookies in each bag. Yes! They 

baked over 200 cookies. They also baked brownies that were handed out. We goofed though 

and left behind a pan filled with brownies on the van. The church family was able to share in 

the treats during coffee hour after service on Sunday.  

 

The Youth Mission team went out and served over 200 people on the next day at Church  

Beyond the Walls at Burnside Park, in Kennedy Plaza. The weather was great and there was a 

lot of activity going on because of  Waterfire that night. We heard music all around us  

including African drumming. We sang songs and heard a message from the Deacon of the 

Epiphany Episcopal Church, taken from the Book of Luke. He spoke about Lazarus and the 

man who needed water, but could not receive because it was too late. Communion was 

served and blessings given and then we served. Our children were amazing and the people 

received them graciously. This is where we needed to be and through the grace and  

intervention of God we were able to serve.  We will have the privilege to serve again on Dec. 

28th. Sis. Tonadalay already has the menu planned.  All are invited to come out and help. 

ABGirls at Olney Street 
 

ABGirls started this season with an “AB Girls Workshop” on August 23, 2013.  The young la-
dies were introduced to a 6-month plan that will cover topics on beauty, attitude, nutrition, 
growth, wisdom and prayer. Each month, the material and spiritual needs along with Bible 
scripture on one of the topics will be discussed.  Church etiquette is also a part of our meet-

ings.   

We will incorporate fun activities such as painting fingernails, preparing recipes, increasing 
awareness of healthy eating and drinking water, discussing books and movies, learning to ac-
cessorize, etc. We have also started a card ministry. AB Girls will begin sending cards to the 
sick and shut-in on a bi-monthly or quarterly basis. The young ladies will take turns experienc-
ing the duties of a secretary and taking notes and attendance.  They will be involved and very 

instrumental in promoting their upcoming AB Girl meetings and activities.   

We need to promote an awareness of the importance of embracing our youth and building a 
more unified relationship with them.  We must support our youth, encourage them to strive for 
excellence, help them to grow spiritually so that they can overcome obstacles and peer pres-
sure, provide tools to help them improve their physical, emotional and spiritual well-being, 

pray, be informed and have fun.  

We welcome all young girls/ladies to join us on the 2nd Friday of each month at 6:00 pm and be 
a part of the “Young Ladies of Tomorrow”. Anyone wanting to assist is certainly welcome to 

attend and experience two hours of this ministry. 

Submitted by Deaconess Idela Wilson 
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Church Etiquette 

Submitted by Sister Ann McGloshen 

 Let’s talk about “Best Practice” and “walking during the worship service.”  Please understand that this  
article and all articles written under this title are not designed to chastise but rather to help each one of us 
(including this writer) to establish a more intimate walk with the Lord.  If we are walking more than we are 

listening then what  have we gained as it relates to hearing the Word and applying it to our daily lives. 

Even though our Sunday Worship Service program no longer provides us with clear indications as to when 
there is an acceptable time to walk during the service, we should all be willing to adapt to a very simple  
formula as to when we should and should not be walking once the worship hour has commenced. 
 
It is understandable that there are those occasions when one must exit the sanctuary after worship has  
begun, but it is imperative for each individual to monitor his/her movement. There are times, during the  
worship service, when there should be no walking at all. Oh, I did not know that!!  And, when are these 
times…specifically during prayer time, during meditation time, when scripture is being read and most  
especially when the pastor is preaching.  It is equally important to note that the Exit doors are only used 
for emergencies…our entry into and our exit out of the sanctuary should be done from the doors where the 
ushers are located. 
 
Finally, in order to get the best out of each worship experience “Best Practice” must be initiated, imitated 
and maintained from Sunday to Sunday by each participant.  Therefore, let us jointly covenant with  
ourselves and our Heavenly Father to walk less, to listen more and to focus more on Jesus. 

 

 

On This Day 

Submitted by Sister Barbara J. Fuller 

Mend a quarrel. 

Search out a forgotten friend. 

Dismiss a suspicion and replace it with trust. 

Write  a letter to someone who misses you. 

Encourage a youth who has lost faith. 

Keep a promise. 

Forget an old grudge. 

Examine your demands on  others and vow to reduce them. 

Fight for a principle. 

Express your gratitude. 

Overcome an old fear. 

Take two minutes to appreciate the beauty of nature. 

Tell someone you LOVE them. 

Tell them again, AND AGAIN, AND AGAIN. 

Author Unknown 
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Healthy Church, Family & Community 

 

Bringing change to the Lives of People 
 
 

Submitted by Sister Lezlee Shaffer 

I’d like to build on a recent sermon by our own Minister James Harrison, “Mission Possible”. In 
thinking about the topic of healthy church, family & community, nothing can be more important 
that the health and well-being of our youth. 
 
In a recent Fox News article, Ken Wright, a reporter for Fox News Channel, and also an ordained 
minister and Gospel singer writes, “Where’s the outrage? We must end the madness of black-on-
black crime. Mr. Wright continues saying “we are losing our young people. In America’s inner cit-
ies, kids are being killed at an alarming rate. Why aren’t we doing something about it? What is 
keeping us from overcoming the killing fields of urban America? Too many kids in predominantly 
black inner city areas are dying or wounded by acts of senseless violence. Where is the out-
rage?” Wright cites examples of what some folks have done to change things. Responding to the 
question of how we can go about saving our youth, he quotes one source who simply says “by 
volunteering to serve as mentors through faith based organizations or by starting our own pro-
gram that seeks to make a difference.”  Later in his article, Wright quotes Dr. Howard Fuller, a 
noted educator and co-founder of the faith-based Black Alliance for Educational Options, founded 
in 1999 with its national headquarters based in Washington, DC, who states that violence in the 
inner cities is nullifying the great gains made during the Civil Rights struggle for equality. Dr. 
Fuller goes on to say that, “Research shows that kids survive under the worse of conditions if 

they are connected to a caring, nurturing adult.” 

Wright also quotes Marvin Sapp, successful Gospel recording artist, pastor and author who says, 
“The real responsibility of every believer in God is to bring change to the lives of people. Jesus 
worked that way. For those who were indigent, for those who were down and out, Jesus didn’t 
condemn them. But with compassion he tried to raise them up from the condition they were in. 
That’s what our responsibility is, to bring about change in the lives of people, especially young 

people.”   

In closing his article, Wright references Isaiah 58, which challenges us to learn that if we can give 
to help the down-and-out, we can rebuild and renovate broken lives and make troubled communi-

ties livable again. 

I’ve written this article as “food for thought” in thinking about the issue of violence in our 
neighborhoods, the well-being of our young people; but also to inspire us all (me included) to be-

gin to think about what “I” can do to make a difference in the life of a young person.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 58:9-12 KJV “…If  thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the 
finger, and speaking vanity; and if thou draw  out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted 
soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon day:  and the Lord 
shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou 
shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.  And they that 
shall be of thee shall build the old waste places:  thou  shalt raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.” 
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Flower Guild Seeking New Members! 

 

The Flower Guild at Olney Street Baptist Church is looking for people 
interested in helping to care for the plants throughout the sanctuary. The 
Guild meets once a week to water and tend to the plants. The Guild 
currently meets Tuesday mornings, but would consider meeting at an 
alternate time to accommodate new members. Dues for members of the 
Flower Guild are $25/year or $2/month.  If you have  a little time and are 
interested in helping to tend the plants to help beautify our sanctuary, 

please contact Sister Annie Hammond. 

Donations  for South Providence Neighborhood Ministries 

Women’s Ministries is collecting donations to benefit South Providence Neighborhood Ministries, as 
part of American Baptist Women’s Ministries of RI’s White Cross Christmas Gift-giving Project. Items 
are now being accepted. 
 
Items being requested this year are modeling clay, paint brushes, balloons, birthday candles, and  
infant/toddler items (sleepers, disposable diapers, quilts, heavy blankets, and receiving blankets).  
 
South Providence Neighborhood Ministries is our denomination local home mission.  The center   
distributes food to needy families, helps low income families with rental and utility assistance, assists  
individuals and families to set up manageable payment plans with utility companies and provides 
toys, hats, mittens and socks through donations from their community supporters, such as OSBC. 
SPNM has also initiated the “Rethink It” Initiative — a conflict resolution and non-violence program for 
all ages, launched in response to the alarming spread of youth violence in Providence, across Rhode 
Island and America.  
 
OSBC’s Women’s Ministries is accepting donations from any church member who would like to help. 
Donations must be received  by November 24.  A  box will be set up in Fellowship Hall for your  
donations.  Thank you in advance for your generous support. 

Ladies Night Out! 
 
Join your sisters at Olney Street Baptist Church for the showing of the stage play, “Practice What 
You Preach”, by playwright Helen Baskerville-Dukes. The play will be performed at the Trinity  
Tabernacle Performing Arts Center, 745 North Broadway, East Providence, RI. The performance is 
Saturday, November 16 @ 7 pm.  Tickets are $15 if purchased in advance of performance; $20 @ 
the door, and can be purchased at 
  
   Food for the Soul: 149 Admiral St., Providence  490-2796 
   Chalkstone Cuts: 1280 Chalkstone Avenue, Providence  692-4115 
   Sebastian’s Beauty Salon: 230 Rochambeau Ave., Providence  621-9477 
 
Visit their website @ www.ibgproductions.com or call (401) 935-9735, for more information. Or 
speak with Sister Nadine to indicate your interest in attending. 
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Olney Street Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Johnny M. Wilson, Jr., Pastor 

 
Officers & Ministries—2013    

  
Church Officers 

Sister Joyce Hall, Church Clerk 
Sister Lodie Lambright, Chair, Christian Education 
Deacon Charles Nobles, Chair, Deacon Ministry 
Sister Dorothy Henley, Chair, Trustee Ministry 

Sister Charlene Simmons, Treasurer 
Brother Andre Williams, Asst. Treasurer 

Sister Ann McGloshen, Sunday School Superintendent 
Sister Agnes Ashe, Assistant Sunday School Superintendent 

Brother Edward Roberts, Church Moderator 

 
Christian Education Ministry Members 

          Sister Naomi Brown   Sister Tondalay Brown 
          Sister Dorothy Cooper-Browne  Sister Mary Henley 
          Sister Nadine Rucker   Sister Lezlee Shaffer 
          Deacon David Simmons    Sister Tamara Thornton 
          Deaconess Idela Wilson    

 
Deacon/Deaconess Ministry  

Deacon James Dixon     Deaconess Hazel Bradley 
Deacon Charles Ross   Deaconess Bettye Clanton 
Deacon Raymond Scott   Deaconess  Vivian Moore 
Deacon David Simmons   Deaconess Cleo Nobles 
     Deaconess Thelma Ross 

             Deaconess Lillie Scott  
      Deaconess Idela Wilson 
      Deaconess Dorothy Williams 

 
Trustee Ministry Members 

          Brother Paul Dalrymple   Deaconess Vivian Moore 
          Brother Calvin Guyton   Sister Cheryl Roberts 
          Sister Collita Miller    Brother Gary Washington 
          Sister Sharon Ottey   Brother Albert Smith  
           

100 Olney Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

Phone:  401-272-1024/ 

401-272-1025 

E-mail: 

secretary.osbc@yahoo.com 

Olney Street  

Bapt ist  Church  

We’re on the 

Web! 

www.olneystreet.net 

Newsletter  Committee Members 

Sister Ann McGloshen 
Deacon Raymond Scott 
Sister Rosia Whetstone 

Sister Lezlee Shaffer, Coordinator 

 
 
 

Sister Lodie Lambright, Ex-Officio 
Rev. Dr. Johnny M. Wilson, Jr., Ex-Officio 

Olney Street Baptist Church Mission Statement 

To promote Spiritual Growth, Evangelism and Stewardship through Bible Study,  
Prayer and the  Development of Ministries  

throughout the Body of Christ and the Community. 


